POPULAR TALES

to display my knowledge of the arts and sciences, for the
instruction and amusement of his court.

* My boxes and machines had all been previously opened,
and laid out: I was prepared to show my apparatus for freezing,
but Tippoo's eye was fixed upon the painted silk balloon ; and
with prodigious eagerness he interrupted me several times with
questions about that great empty bag. I endeavoured to make
him understand as well as I could, by my interpreter and his
own, that this great empty bag was to be filled with a species of
air lighter than the common air; and that, when filled, the bag,
which I informed him was in our country called a balloon,
would mount far above his palace. No sooner was this repeated
to him, by the interpreter, than the sultan commanded me
instantly to fill the balloon; and when I replied that it could
not be done instantly, and that I was not prepared to exhibit
it on this day, Tippoo gave signs of the most childish impatience.
He signified to me, that since I could not show him what he
wanted to see, the sultan would not see what I wanted to show.
I replied, through his interpreter, in the most respectful but firm
manner, that no one would be so presumptuous as to show to
Tippoo Sultan, in his own court, anything which he did not
desire to see: that it was in compliance with his wishes that I
came to his court, from which, in obedience to his commands, I
should at any time be ready to withdraw. A youth, who stood
at the right hand of Tippoo's throne, seemed much to approve of
this answer, and the sultan, assuming a more composed and dig-
nified aspect, signified to me that he was satisfied to await for
the sight of the filling of the great bag till the next day; and
that he should, in the meantime, he well pleased to see what I
was now prepared to show.

4 The apparatus for freezing, which we then exhibited, seemed
to please him; but I observed that he was, during a great part
of the time whilst I was explaining it, intent upon something
else ; and no sooner had I done speaking than he caused to be
produced the condensing engines, made by himself, which he
formerly showed to William Smith, and which he said spouted
water higher than any of ours. The sultan, I perceived,
was much more intent upon displaying his small stock of
mechanical knowledge than upon increasing it; and the mixture
of vanity and ignorance, which he displayed upon this and many
subsequent occasions', considerably lessened the awe which his
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